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AUDITORS’ REPORT. 


The Committee chosen to audit the Accounts of the Se- ~ 


lectmen of the Town of Salem, N. H., for the fiscal year end- 
ing February 20th, 1867, having attended to that duty, 


REPORT. 
SELECTMEN, » Dr. 
Cash received of Town Treasurer, $685 93 
s Stephen D. Crowell, 1,350 00 
ts Wm. G. Crowell, 1,214 52 
ss Abigail Emerson, 875 00 
6 Gilbert Emerson, 200 00 
66 E. O. Butler, 300 00 
r J. H. Dunlap 125 00 
“ Benjamin Dany, 900 00 
cs Eliza A. D. Kimball, 900 00 
“s Daniel Taylor, Trustee, 418 00 
« "David Loud, 400 00 
" Mary Renon, 544 80 
“6 - David Webster, 2d, 800 00 
$6 Isaiah L. Webster, 600 00 
os Stephen D. Crowell, 440 50 
yee Whole amount of taxes 
assessed, 15,647 28 
7 State Treasurer for U. 

S. bounties, 1,603 00 

se State Treasurer, for State 
Aid, 653 52 

aad State Treasurer, railroad 
money, 344 40 

is State Treasurer, literary 
money, 66 38 

Ch State Treasurer, Savings 


Bank tax, 12 36 


Cash rec’d of Jane Paul, | 1,000 00 
«  . W. G. Crowell, interest 
on taxes, 20.00 


Patp on Accounr oF SCHOOLS. 


$28,909 


200 


82 


90 


161 


116 


220 


120 


114 


1135 


106 


SELECTMEN, Cr. 
District No. 1.—Town appropriation, $159 51 
Railroad money, 34 44 
Literary, * 11 38 
District No. 2.—Town appropriation, 45 18 
Railroad money, 34 44 
Literary: # 3 24 
District No. 3.—Town appropriation, 52 70 
Railroad money, 34 44 
dnteraryiny 4° 3 76 
District No. 4.—Town appropriation, 118 94 
) Railroad money 34 44 
Literary “ 8 48 
District No. 5.—Town appropriation, . 76 73 
Railroad,money, 34 44 
Literary. \).*6 5 48 
District No. 6.—Town appropriation, 178 12 
Railroad money, 3d4 44 
Literary ‘“ 12 70 

District No. 7.—Town appropriation, 80 16 | 
| Railroad money, 3d4 44 
Literary ‘“ a 73 
District No. 8.—Town appropriation, 74 62 
Railroad money, a4 44 
Literary “ 5 42 
District No. 9.—-Town appropriation, 74 22 
Railroad money, 3o4 44 
Literary ‘“ 5 30 
District No.10.—Town appropriation, 67 34 
: _ Railroad money, 34 44 
Literary “ 4 8l 


60 


33 
86. 

90 
86 
65 
26 
33 
48 
96 


59 


$1,338: 


22 


5 


Paip on Account oF Roaps AND BriIpDGEs. 


Paid John P. Bodwell, drawing plank for bridge, * 
James H. Foster, labor on bridge, 
John A. Wheelar labor and plank for bridge, 
Thomas A. Rowhil: labor; 
Charles Head, “ 
John A. Wheeler, ‘ and plank, 
Hiram B. Foster, ‘on bridge, 
Joseph Marston, bid dbs , 
Charles. Gi-Foster,” 60 - 
William 8. Kelley,, « 


m2 ae af 
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S 
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~ Dean Woodbury, Na bly 00 
David Loud, Bh AN hy 33 
Charles Day, ih te te 28 00 
John P. Foster, coe ruee 9: 92 
John M. Graham, ee ere -. 10 55 
Barzina Kimball, for gravel, 4 00 
James Ayer, labor, lumber and nails, 14 28 
Nathan R. Bodwell, Helms on bridge, 10 12 
W. W. Smith, st 50 
John R. Wheeler, hy 4 98 
A. J. Silver, “ sh 00 
Silas Carey, ‘6 a 00. 
Amos Emerson, af a 00 


James Ayer, cash paid on bridge, 

J. W. F. Cooper, labor on bridge, 

A. W. Hall, gravel in Dis. 23, 

Clinton Ewins, lumber for bridge, 

Isaac Woodbury, 57 loads gravel, 

John C. Ewins, for powder, spikes, &c., 


COrm tO CO or & -3 OO 
> 
te) 


—" 


$193 96 


Parp on Account oF Non-RESIDENT Hicuway ‘TAXxgEs. 


Paid Isaac B. Corliss, 
John P. Bodwell, 
George W. Palmer, 
Samuel H. Palmer, 
James L. Brown, 
John J. Merrill, 
Charles Head, 
Frye Austin, in 1865, 1 


CS ee pet tt OT OO 
Le) 
©9 


Paid Aaron G. Wilson, 


J. B, Gardner’ 

John Lovering, 

Frye Austin, 

David Loud, 

Amos and Stephen Currier, 
John A. Wheeler, 

Gilbert Emerson, 

James Ayer, 

Daniel C. Rowell, 

Warren McKay, 

Thaddeus Richardson, 
Nathaniel Webster, 
Francis F. Kimball, 

Daniel Tilton, 

John Webber, 

George H. Day, 

James H. Smith, 

Ansel Merrill, 

Isaac Woodbury, 

Wm. C. Mansfield, in 1865, 
Wm. C. Mansfield, in 1866, 
Obadiah Dustin, 

T. B. Middleton, 

Daniel Merrill, 

Charles O. Palmer, 
Benjamin Woodbury, 


Patp on Account or Snow Parus.. 


J. F. Smith, qt 
(13 6é 7 6c 
Nath’] Webster, 2561-4 ‘* 
6¢ 6é 49 66 


James H. Smith, 81 ce 


(73 YO] 73 


George Woodbury, 2 6 


George H. Day, 127 =i 


Samuel Batchelder, 6 ss 


men, 
men, 
oxen, 
men, 
oxen, 
oxen, 
men, 
men, 
oxen, 
men, 


hours, oxen in 1866, 


ee 


Or ee et Rt et 9 CR 


— 


Hy or PR RH CO 09 to @ eo 


hm 22 e 


$110 


7 


. 


hours, horses, 


Daniel Tilton, 30 
73 66 172 1-2 
James L. Brown, 348 
(73 66 37 
6é 73 14 
John Webber, 16 
66 66 12 
6 66 160 
John A. Wheeler, 147 
66 (73 93 
D. M. Thom, 113 
66 66 18 
Benj. Woodbury, 35 
66 (73 96 
Amos N. Webster, 252 
6“ 66 81 


Thad’s Richardson 183 
Obadiah Dustin, 201 

6 ce 74. 
T. B. Middleton, 154 
Daniel C. Rowell,, 77 


“6 70 

Alburtus Coburn = 70 
66 ‘ce 66 
Aaron G. Wilson, 63 
13 ‘6 9 
James Ayer, 333 
mb 66 82 
(73 6é 3 
Charles O. Palmer, 93 
6% 6é 91 
J.C. Ewins, 5 
Harvey Harris, 146 
Isaac Woodbury, 84 
73 (73 42 

66 (73 5 
John Lovering, 66 
73 ce 10 
Daniel Merrill, 80 
73 73 56 
George W. Silver, 87 
‘6 66 44 


1-2 


1-2 


1-4 


6¢ 


men, 
men, 
oxen, 
horses, 
oxen, 
horses, 
men, 
men, 
oxen, 
men, 
horse, 
men, 
horses, 
men, 
oxen, 
men and oxen, 
men, 
oxen, 
men, 
men, 
oxen, 
oxen, 
men, 
men, 
oxen, 
men, 
horses, 
oxen, 
men, 
oxen, 
men, 
men, 
men, 
oxen, 


~ horses, 


men, 
oxen, 
men, 
oxen, 
men, 
oxen, 


* 


Ww. C. Mansfield, in 1865, | 3 65 
ah id 80 ‘* men, in 1866, 18 33 

6“ 73 3 6c oxen, (T3 50 
$713 Ol 


Parp on Account oF CoNTINGENCIES. 


Paid Stephen D. Crowell, for services as 
Sup’t of Alms-house in 1865, $325 00 
Wm. G. Crowell, for services as 
Overseer of the Poor in 1865, 19 75 
Geo. C. Gordon, for paper, 1 70 
School District No. 1, school house 
taxes assessed in 1864 and ’65, 202 52 
George N. Austin, services as Town 
Treasurer, and balance services as 
Selectman and Town Clerk in 


1865, 40 00 
Matthew H. Taylor, balance servi- 

ces as Selectman in 1865, 10 00 
George C. Gordon, balance services 

as Selectman in 1865, 12 00 


John Langley, note and interest, 69 78 
Thomas D. Lancaster, dinners for 
Town officers, in 1865, 15 00 
Charles M. Russ, note and interest, 434 60 
Geo. 8S. Merrill, printing Town Re- 
ports in 1865, 56 00 
‘ Francis Pratt, note and interest, dd 03 
D. L. Guernsey, blank books, 8 Td 
E. O. Richardson, note andinterest,171 00 
State Treasurer, State tax, 3,001 90 
County Treasurer, County tax, 1,006 87 
Geo. W. Merrill, two notes and in- 


terest, 504 08 
Jane Paul, note and interest, 1,155 54 
Betsey Moulton, interest on note, 13 50 
Charles Austin, note in part, 200 00 
J. Henry Dix, note and interest, 793 26 
Daniel ‘Taylor, “ oy 418 00 
J. K. Gordon, interest ov taxes, 1 69 


Albertus Coburn, “ «6 1 45 


9 


Paid John D. Corliss, note and interest; 159 


Nelson Emerson, “ " 112 
Geo. Renou, two notes and interest, 344 
S. D. Crowell, interest on note, 40 
William Stanton, “ . 12 
Willard W. Merrill, in part. pay of 
note, 300 
John L. Prive interest on note, 12 
Mary Austin, in part pay of note, 500 
David Loud, note and interest, 401 
Richard Taylor,in part pay of note3,800 
_ School Dis. No. 3, interest on note, 8 


Abigail Austin, * = 18 
M. F. Austin, “s ce 12 
J. M. Gehan, satan ig gate, 

6 Hearse, 2 
Edward Griffin, services as Auditor 

in 1865, g's 6 
School District No. 8, School house 

tax in part, 250 
School District No. 6, School house 

tax in part, 40 
Mary Allen, interest on note, 8 
Rockingham Mutual Fire Ins. Co., 

assessment, 4 


John F. Tenney, as Administrator 

of E. Kimball, note andint., 5,907 
Ira Sanborn, interest on note, 12 
Joseph M. Emerson, int. on note, 90 
Francis B. Kelley, note and int., 370 
Geo. W. Rogers, services as Super- 


intending School Committee, 60 
William G. Crowell, non-resident 

highway receipts returned, 3 
William G. Crowell, collecting tax- 

es in 1866, 21,9 
W. G. Crowell, paying State and 

County tax, 7 
W.G. Crowell, discount on tax- 

es in 1865, 26 
W. G. Crowell, discount on taxes 

in full, 1866, “794 


bo} 
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Paid W. es Crowell, printing tax bills, 5 50 


6 services as Modera- 


tor in 1866, 4 00 
W. G. Crowell, 2364 ft. pine plank, 

at $18.00, 42 55 
Geo. C. Gordon, stamps and station- 

ery, 1 98 


M. H. Taylor, expenses Paeite 

Sarah F, Howarth to Asylum, 8 00 
Clinton Ewins, wood for ‘Town House, 1 50 

« " services as Constable 

in 1865, 7 61 
Daniel Taylor, note and sHterest 1001 70 
John S. Whittaker, “ 6 117 16 
M. H. Taylor, servicesas Selectman, 99 50 
Geo. C. Gordon, *  * “c 131 00 
J. C. Carey, BE ayy 68 “ 32 00 
Charles Austin, in part pay of note, 1000 00 

——— $24,822 06 


Parp on Account oF ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


Paid Joseph Jennings, $4 16 
Elijah Jennings, 1 00 
Thomas Webster, . 22 80 
Moody Foster, | 12 50 
Eliphalet Coburn, 20 16 


J. C. Atwood, 9) 
Richard S. Wilson, 1 
David Dustin, 6 
Washington Kimball, g 
Ira Morrison¢ 2 50 
Abraham Nichols, Q 
Thomas Webster, 17 

TT 


W. G. Crowell, abatement of Town Farm tax, 03 
se ee ss ‘© taxes, 108 29 
N. B. Dustin, 3 40 


$286 99 


bi , 
Paro on Account oF SMALL Pox. 


Paid Dr. C. C. Talbot, for vaccinating 125 persons, $55 00 
John Partridge, for 15 days work taking care . 
of J. C. Palmer, 32 50 
Isaac Alexander, for boarding J. W. Partridge, 10 00 
Isaac Alexander, labor of self and use of horse 


for J. C. Palmer, 21 138 
Harvey Harris, meat for J. C. Palmer, 50 
J. C. Ewins, supplies for J. C. Palmer, 8 44 
B. E. Woodman, 13 visits to J. C. Palmer, 

and medicine, 22 6d 
B. E. Woodman, for vaccinating 101 persons, 33 33 
J. T. Douglas, for coffin, 6 00 

$189 55 


Paip on Account oF STATE AID. 


Paid Susan McArthur, $60 00 
Lucy A. Buckman, 24 00 
$84 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
Whole amount in Selectmen’s hands, $28,909 60 
Paid for Schools, $1,338 22 
Roads and bridges, 193 96 
Non-resident highway taxes, 110 61 
Snow paths, 713 O1 
Contingent expenses, 24,822 06 
State aid, 84 00 
Abatement of taxes, 286 99 
Small pox, 189 55 
W. G. Crowell’s note, 674 00 
Cash in Treasurer’s hands, 497 20 : 
: $28,909 60 


OursraAnDING NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN. 
William Crawford’s note, due May 30th, 1867, $901 36 
David Loud’s —. © August 28th, 1866, 400 00 
Enoch Taylor, Guardian for E. B. Taylor, note, 

due March 4th, 1867, | 1,338 22 


School District No. 10, note due Dec. 


School District No. 2 
Obadiah Dustin’s 
Hiram Cross’ 
School District No. 3, 
Thomas D. Lancaster, 
_ Ehiphlet Coburn, 
John L. Prince, 
Milton F. Austin, 
William L. Stanton, 
Ira Sanborn, 
Joseph M. Emerson, 
Amos Dustin’s, 
Ann Loomis, 
Enoch Taylor, 
Joseph Taylor, 
Betsey Moulton’s 
Willard W. Merrill’s 
Charles T. Maxwell’s 
Charles Lundberg’s 
George Sumner’s 
Henrictta Curriex’s 
Mary A. Dustin’s 
John ‘Tay lor’s 
Charles Lundburg’s 
Nancy Wheeler’s 
Willard W. Merrill’s 
Mary Austin’s 
Abigail Austin’s 
Charles Austin’s 
Richard ‘Taylor’s 
Mary A. Dustin’s 
Seth Hall’s 


12 


66 


Enoch Taylor, Guardian of 


E. B. Taylor, note, 1h 


J. Henry Dix’s 

Daniel H. Dav’s 

Cyrus Wilson’s 
Abigail Emerson’s 
Mary A. Dustin’s 
John Dix’s 

Mary Dustin’s 
Benjamin F. Wheeler’s 
Isaac B. Corliss’ 


16th, 1866, 168 54 
Dec. 16th, 1866, 179 31 
Dec. 28th, 1866, 669 10 
Feb. 6th, 1867, 200 73 
March 20th, 1867, 142 04 
May 31st, 1866, 126 24 
May 4th, 1866, 204 98 
Oct. 21st, 1866, 200 00 
Oct. 23d, 1866, 200 00 
“Oct. 20th, 1866, 200 00 
May 8th, 1867, 212 00 
May 4th, 1867, 1,590 00 
Sept. 14th, 1866, 280-47 
Oct. 10th, 1866, 4,764 06 
May 28th, 1867, 297 76 
May 28th, 1867, 119 10 
June 24th, 41867, 238 50 
Sept. 12th, 1867, 414 61 
Sept. 12th, 1867, 595 50 
Sept. 12th, 1866, 505 62 
Sept. 15th, 1867, 266 23 
Oct. 8th, 1866, 583 00 
Oct. 14th, 1867, 1,810.12 
Aug. 10th, 1867, 5,955 08 
Oct. 24th, 1866, 112 86 
Oct. 27th, 1866, 539 34 
Nov. 2ist, 1866, 112 36 
July 26th, 1867, 4,264 06 
Dec. 24th, 1867, 318 00 
dans Oth: boo b, tickseue nee 
Jan. llth, 1867, 1,793 45 
Feb. Ist, 1867, 1,146 O07 
Feb. Tith, 1867,” 393. 26 
Feb. 4th, 1867, 561 80 
Sept. 2d, 1867, 148 88 
Feb. 27th, 1866, 3871 00 
March 21st, 1866, 185 50 
April Ist, 1866, 180 20 
April 26th, 1866, 452 62 
May 20th, 1866, 318 00 
Aug. 16th, 1866, 106 00 
Aug. 15th, 1866, 545 90 
Noy. 6th, 1866, 265 
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Daniel Taylor, Trustee for 

O. A. Taylor, note, due Sept. 16th, 1866, 418 00 
Nancy Wheeler’s Feb. 14th, 1867, 74 20 
Mary A. Dustin’s eo dan. 29th, 1867, 1,890 00 
Enoch Taylor, Guardian for 

E. B. Taylor, note, due Feb. 15th, 1867, 318 00 


Mary Allen’s nll 8 Ye an Wh 4 as ea We 122 95 
Stephen D. Crowell’s «© = March 7, 1866, 1,850 00 
Abigail Emerson’s « April 15th, 1866, 875 00 
Gilbert Emerson’s “—s April 25th, 1866, 200 00 
Elbridge O. Butler’s sc Apri! 27th, 1866, 300 00 
John H. Dunlap’s “Api 28th, 1866, ) 125-00 
Benjamin Day’s «May 22d, 1866, 900 00 


Eliza A. D. Kimball’s so May 22d, 1866, 900 00 
Stephen D. Crowell’s ‘©” Dec. 10th,-1866, 440 50 


David Webster, 2d, mM Wee 1 eth, 1900, 650 00 
David Webster, 2d, er Dec. 2othy L866. 4/1 aU ,00 
Isaiah L. Webster’s “ . Feb. 25th, 1866, 400 00 
Isaiah L. Webster’s «  —s- Feb. 7th, 1866, 200 00 
Mary Renou’s « Dec. 4th, 1866, 344 80 
Joseph H. Gage’s ore att oC LOU ts 319 O08 
Jane Paul’s pe Jan, Lot, 18071... 4,000. 00 
Mary Campbell’s «Sept. 25th, 1866, 169 60 


$46,586 79 


Dus THE ‘Town. 

From State for aid to families, $24 00 
Overseer of Poor, 100 72 
Connty for support of paupers, 246 75 
United States for bounties, 38,097 00 


William G. Crowell’s note, 674 00° 
‘Town ‘Treasurer, 497 20 

— $5139 67 

Leaving a balance against the ‘Town, $41,447 12 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


JOSEPH WEBSTER, 2 , 
CHARLES AUSTIN, : MPATCRS: 
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REPORT OF THE OVERSEER AND SUPERINTEND- 
ENT OF ALMS-HOUSE FOR THE YEAR. END- 


Dr. 
Cash received from former Overseer of the Poor, $133 27 
Cash on hand, 200 76 
received for labor off Farm, 226 00 
«« from County for support of paupers, 770 11 
milk, butter and cheese, 135 13 
potatoes, apples and vegetables, 52 99 
pork, lard and pigs, 93 43 
pair beef exen, . 230 00 
calves, 35 00 
$1,876 69 

Cr. 
Cash paid for oxen, 195 00 
‘oe ** One COW, 88 00 
“<6 meat and tallow, 34 70 
‘ent e tout, 120 16 
** © sugar, molasses, tea and coffee, dl 76 
‘OU, Balt and Asie 23 80 
fee °* edobaccn, 7.92 
«¢ «blacksmith and wheelwrights, 15 93 
Saw S* dry goods. 35. 65 
«© medicine and medical attendance, 19 12 
«« « tin and crockery ware, 10 17 
«« «_ lantern and glass, | 3 86 
« « ~mats and wrench, 2 37 
«« painting and repairing house, 14 14 
«« clothes wringer tub, 9.7d 
<<  «* ~butts, screws and bone meal, 1 62 
«grass seed, standing grass and sundries, 16 46 
«<  ** _ posts, slabs and sawing lumber, 10 00 
«  pasturing colt, and butchering, 8 26 
«« © one bbl. phosphate of lime, 8 16 
«« «vinegar, hops, 6 00 
« shingles, filing saw, resin, 2 50 
«« «shovel, forks, chains and hoes, 8 00 
«© stove and sled, 10 00 
«« «use of wagon and plough, 8 00 
«« expenses getting Co. money, 9 40 


ING FEBRUARY 20, 1867. 
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Cash paid for labor on farm, 76 89 
« — *. clothing, boots and shoes, 53 04 
« «meal, shorts and rye, 79 02 
« . © soda, spices, biscuit, nails, apples, soap, 43 91 

1 ‘ $923 58 

CasH Parip out For Support oF PAuPERS NoT aT ALMS- 

House. 

Paid B. P. Hoyt, for support of S. Moffit, $104 00 
«< A. D. Gage for support of N. Parker, 65 00 
« for support of S. Rowell, 32 82 
‘“ Dr. Woodman, medical attendance on M. W. 

Hall, 15 00 
$6 for Sans and robes, 15 66 
“‘ for supplies for Mrs. Palmer, 16 24 
“ as for Mrs. Hildreth, 15 08 
” ¢f for Mrs. Garland, 16 15 
ck ie for Mrs. Downing, ~ 8 35 
Oe SE for Benwirz F. Man, 18 12 
« Asylum at Concord for 8. Howarth, 41 00 
«car fare for paupers, | 3 00 
“clothing, 23 75 


« A.D. Gage, for support of N. Parker in 1865, 32 50 
«© A. Plummer, for supplies for H. Webster, “ 44 08 
« FF. F. Dole, for attending S. Moffit, hy 59 25 
«“ Mrs. P. Hunt, for boarding 8. Rowell, « 53 39. 


$027 39 
ABSTRACT. 

Whole amount received, $1,876 69 

Whole amount put out, 1,450 97 
Leaving in Overseers’ hands, $425 72 
Due from County, - 246 Td 
| $672 47 

Overseers’ salary, $325 00 


Out-standing debts for support of paupers, 86 00 


$411 00 
_ Leaying a balance in’ favor of town of, $261 47 


16 


NuMBER OF PAUPERS AT ALMS-HOUSE. 


Males, 3. ' Females, 3. Total, 6. 
| Respectfully submitted, | ; 
S. D. CROWELL, 


Overseer and Superintendent. 


oe 


APPRAISAL oF PERSONAL PROPERTY AT ALMS-HOUSE. 


Five tons English hay, 150.00; 4 tons run hay 6.00; lot 
corn fodder, 10.00; 6 cows, 350.00; 1 horse and colt, 
200.00 ; lot fowls, 8.00; 3 shoats, 40.00 ; 25 bushels corn, 
32.50 ; 8 bushels barley, 10.00; 8 cords prepared wood, 
48.00 ; 4 cords cord wood, 16.00 ; 2 bushels meal, 2.75; 
i-2 barrel flour, 8.00; 115 lbs. ham, 20.70; 82 lbs. fresh 
meat, 12.30; 80 lbs. lard, 16.00; 100 lbs. butter, 48.00 ; 
300 lbs. pork, 70.00 ; 40 lbs. beef, 6.67; lot onions, 9.00 ; 
100 bushels potatoes, 60.00; lot vegetables, 8.00; 12 gal’s. 
vinegar, 6.00; lot casks, 11.00; lot soap and cask, 2.00 ; 
60 lbs. hard soap, 9.00 ; 3 pair steelyards, 1.75 ; cheese hoop 
basket and press,5.00; feed boxes and hay cutter, 9.00; 
grain chests, 4.00; baskets, 1.50; pail and kegs, 3.50; 2 
churns, 3.25; 2 brass kettles, 6.00; 4 mirrors and 2 clocks, 
5.00 ; lamps and candlesticks, 1.50 ; trunks, chests and draw- 
ers, 12.00; stoves and funnel, 32.00; wearing apparel 
185.00 ; chairs and tables, 12.00 ; bedsteads and cords,22.00; 
15 feather beds and ticks, 135.00; 15 pair sheets, 33.00 ; 
17 pillow cases, 10.00; quilts and comforters, 18.00; 45 
pillows, 16.00; 3 blankets, 7.50; 4 tables, 4.00; 1 cup- 
board, 2.00; lot books, 4.00; safe crib, 10.00; milk cans, 
10.00 ; tray, mortar and lantern, 3.00; 2 umbrellas, 2.00 ; 
1 drag, 2.00 ; 1 ox-cart, rack and wheels, 65.00; 1 harrow 
and yoke, 6.00; lot manure forks, 2.50; 5 ploughs, 14.00; 
7 hay forks, 4.50 ;.3 shovels, 2.00; 6 rakes, 1.75; 1 drag 
rake, 1.00; 1 horse rake, 4.00; 3 yokes, 5.00; clevis and 
pin, 1.00; 1 sleigh, 5.00 ; 2 harnesses, 24.00 ; 2 grindstones, 
8.00; 15 chains, 8.00; 3 iron bars, 4.00; hoes and manure 
hook, 3.00 ; 2 wheelbarrows, 5.00; 7 axes, 4.00; 1 ox-sled, 
12.00 ; 1 cultivator, 1.00; 1 horse sled, 8.00; scythes and 
snaths, 5.00; augers and bog hoe, 5.00; pick and wrench, 
1.50; 2 ladders, 1.00; sickle and corn cutter, 50c.; saws 
and planes, 5.00; beetle and wedges, 2.00; blanket and 
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halter, 2.00 ; buffalo robe, 5.00 ; 5 shaves and hammer,3.00; 
12 meal bags, 6.00; trough and spout, 2.00; bucket and 
rigging, 3.00; tin ware, 15.00; crockery ware, 10.00; 
stone jars and boxes, 3.00; lot jugs, 4.00; warming and 
bed pan, 2.00; seive and wash-board, 1.00 ; hand cuffs,1.00; 
2 clothes-lines, 50c. ; measures, 1.00; 3 iron kettles, 1.00; 
flat-irons, 1.00; knives, forks and spoons, 2.50 ; window cur- 
tains and fixtures, 3.00; tubs and brooms, 4.00; clothes 
wringer, 8.00 ; earthern ware, 2.00; iron ware, 5.00; lum- 
ber, 15.00; 3 bush. beans, 10.00; 1-2 bushel peas, 2.00 ; 
pickles, 1.59 ; tallow, 50.; 2 gallons molasses, 1.10; 2 gal- 
lons oil, 2.00; 15 lbs. sugar, 2.25 ; spices, 1.00 ; salt, 2.00; 
tobacco, 1.00; tea, 1.50 ; cranberries, 1.00; 1 sledge ham- 
mer, 2.50; 2 broad axes, 1.50; lot stone tools, 2.00; lot 
rasps and files, 50c. ; chest and contents, 1.50 ; shaving horse 
and vice, 2,00; 3 doz eggs, 1.00; lot old iron, 2.50; 18 
towels, 4.00; 1 long table cloth (oilcloth), 3.00.—Total, 
2,069 02. 


APPRAISAL OF REAL Estate OwNnED By THE Town. 


Town Farm, $4,800 00 
Wood-land, 900 00 
Town House, 1,000 00 
Personal property at Town Farm, 2,069 02 

$8,369 02 


PINE GROVE CEMETERY. 


Cr. 
Cash received of G. N. Austin, - $47 47 
“6 66 for Deeds, 24 25 
“ és for small wood, 9 87 
6 6 for cord wood, 25 50 
$107 09 
Dr. 
To cash paid for labor, $71 20 
Leaving a balance in Selectmen’s hands, $35 89 


MATTHEW H. TAYLOR, 
GEORGE C. GORDON, CoMMITTEE. 
JOEL C. CAREY, 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


OF THE 
TOWN OF SALEM, NEW HAMPSHIRE, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEB. 1867. 


In accordance with the school law of New Hampshire, the Com- 
mittee would herewith submit the following 


REPORT. 


The condition of the several schools does not vary materially from 
what it was last year. It is gratifying to be able to state that they 
have been conducted with their usual interest and efficiency. The 
Committee has faithfully attended to his duty, visiting the districts as 
often as practicable, making such suggestions to the teachers as were 
deemed necessary, and frequently addressing the scholars. It is 
pleasant, also, to be able to say of the teachers that they have labored 
with fidelity, and, generally speaking, have given satisfaction in the 
districts where they have taught. Of course it cannot be expected 
that the young and inexperienced among them would do as well as 
those who have taught for years; but, taking the whole corps as they 
will average, they are not inferior, perhaps, to those of other towns 
of the same size in this county. 


District No. 1. 


Prudential Committee, A. H. Merrill. 
‘Teachers—Summer, Laura A. Haynes; Winter, L. E. Fogg. 
Whole number of scholars—Summer, 71; Winter, 87. 
Average attendance—Summer, 60; Winter, 74. 
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Length of school in weeks—Summer, 12; Winter, 10. 

Wages of teachers per month—Summer, $29.00; Winter, $46.00. 

Appropriation—Town, $159.51; Literary, $11.38; Railroad, $34.44. 

The Prudential Committee of this district, very wisely, we think, 
employed the same teachers this year as last. and what was said of 
them then, is applicable now. They have been faithful to the duties 
of the school room, and the pupils, on their part, have done well, if 
we except a few who came not to study, but to idle away their time. 
This is spoken particularly of the winter term, which was crowded, 
and where the order was more or less disturbed by a few of the larger 
boys who were disposed to be refractory. Notwithstanding this, the 
school went on well, and the classes at the examination gave evidence 
of the teacher’s continued success. 

In the opinion of the Committee, this school is too large, and should 
be graded. It numbers at present nearly ninety scholars, which are 
altogether. too many for one man to have the care of, however excel- 
lent he may be as ateacher. We hope this matter will be seriously 
considered by the district, and if the school continues to increase, 
that steps will be taken to remedy the evil. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Prudential Committee, Stephen D. Crowell. 


Teacher—Summer and Autumn, Alice J. Sargent. 

Whole number of scholars—Summer, 12; Autumn, 16. 

Average attendance—Summer, 10; Autumn, 13. 

Length of school in weeks—Summer, 8; Autumn, 7. 

Wages of teacher per month—$20.00. 

Appropriation—Town, $45.18; Literary, $3.24; Railroad. $34.44. 

A young teacher was placed in charge of this school, but though 
entirely inexperienced, she labored with a good deal of energy and 
success. Industrious herself, she improved from the first, and her 
scholars assisted her by applying themselves to their studies as 
though they were determined to learn. The interest at the close of 
the second term was quite satisfactory. 


DISTRICT No. 3. 


Prudential Committee, N. H. Paul. 


Teachers—Summer, Fanny E. Tilton; Winter, Eliza J. Worthen. 
Whole number of scholars—Summer, 17; Winter, 35. 

Average attendance—Summer, 15; Winter, 27. 

Length of school in weeks—Summer, 10; Winter, 9. 

Wages of teachers per month—Summer, $18.00; Winter, $22.00. 
Appropriation—Town, $52.70; Literary, $3.76; Railroad, $34.44, | 
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The summer term was not as productive of good as the Committee 
hoped it would be. The winter term, however, was attended with 
better results. Both pupils and teacher seemed to take an interest in 
the studies pursued, and notwithstanding the school was not faultless 
in point of order, considerable progress was made. 


* 


DISTRICT No. 4. 


Prudential Committee, Charles Austin. 


Teacher—Summer and Winter, M. L. Cochran. 

Whole number of scholars—Summer, 45; Winter, 40. 

Average attendance—Summer, 40; Winter, 33. 

Length of school in weeks—Summer, 15; Winter, 10. 

Wages of teacher per month—$26.00. 

Appropriation—Town, $118.94; Literary, $8.48; Railroad, $34.44. 

Miss Cochran taught this school both terms, giving entire satisfac- 
tion to the district and to the Committee. She is known in the vicinity 
as a well qualified and successful teacher, one who can govern easily, 
and who has sought,in all her schools, to develop the intellect, 
strengthen the reasoning powers, and teach her pupils the necessity 
of thoroughly comprehending what they attempt to learn. 

This school ranks among the first in town, as it did last year. 


Districr No. 5. 


Prudential Committee, Joshua Woodbury. 


Teachers—Summer, C. H. Woodbury; Autumn, Mary E. Dana. 

Whole number of scholars—Summer, 21; Autumn, 19. 

Average attendance—Summer, 14; Autumn, 13. 

Length of school in weeks—Summer, 12; Autumn, 10. 

Wages of teachers per month—Summer, $22.00; Autumn, $28.00." 

Appropriation—Town, $76.73; Literary, $5.48; Railroad, $34.44. 

In this district there is an increasing difficulty in maintaining a 
good school. The building in which it is kept is not worthy of the 
name of a school house. It is old, and inconvenient in all respects. 
It should be removed as soon as possible, and a new and commodious 
one erected in its place. This is the opinion of the Committee, plainly 
expressed. It were better to allow the roads to grow up to grass, 
and the bridges to be broken down, than to let our school houses fall 
into decay. ‘The inhabitants of this district should look at the matter 
in its true light. Their children are as quick to learn as any in the 
town, as the examinations show; but the schoo] house is shabby, and 
there is a lack of interest on the part of the parents, and irregular 
attendance, as well as frequent and unnecessary tardiness on the part 
of the scholars. Yet, with all these disadvantages, the school made 
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some progress—enough, at least, to show what might be done if the 
children had the same encouragement that others have in more 
favored districts. . 


. DISTRICT No. 6. 


Prudential Committee, Alvah W. Hall. 


Teachers—Summer, Mary E. Dana; Winter, Charles H. Wilson. 

Whole number of scholars—Summer, 59; Winter, 61. 

Average attendance—Summer, 41; Winter, 50. 

Length of school in weeks—Summer, 12; Winter, 10. 

Wages of teachers per month—Summer, $24.00; Winter, $48.00. 

Appropriation—Town, $178.12; Literafy, $12.70; Railroad, $34.44. 

Mr. Wilson and Miss Dana are both possessed of considerable 
experience and large attainments as teachers, which they used to 
advantage. They went earnestly to their work, and spared no pains 
to promote the improvement of the pupils. There was, however, as 
in some of the other schools, a slightly perceptible lack of order, not 
so much, perhaps, because the scholars have a disposition to disobey 
the teacher, as from habit. , Yet the discipline was good, the ease and 
regularity of the classes praiseworthy, and the order, as compared 
with the past, greatly improved. The summer and winter exami- 
nations, also, were highly satisfactory to the Committee and visitors, 
exhibiting thoroughness of drill and commendable proficiency in the 
different branches taught. 


District No. 7. 


Prudential Committee, Washington Kimball. 


Teachers—Summer, Mary A. Reed; Winter, Lyman B. Gage. 

Whole number of scholars—Summer, 31; Winter, 38. 

Average attendance—Summer, 284; Winter, 35. 

Length of school in weeks—Summer, 7; Winter, 6 1-5. 

Wages of teachers per month—Summer, $20.00; Winter. $45.00. 

Appropriation—Town, $80.16; Literary, $5.73; Railroad. $34.44. 

The reputation of this school for punctuality, good order, and ex- 
cellent scholarship, is still maintained. During the summer term, 
under the care of Miss Reed, it went on steadily and prosperously. 
She was kind yet firm in her manner, showing fidelity and energy as 
a teacher. 

Under Mr. Gage, who taught the winter term, there was no abate- 
ment of interest. Some of the pupils, as usual, were well advanced 
in arithmetic, geography and grammar, to say nothing of several of 
the higher branches. But the term was too short. What can the best 
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teacher do in six weeks? Not much, it would seem. Yet consider- 
able was accomplished, which shows that the time was well improved, 
or the school would not have passed so good an examination. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Prudential Committee, D. S. Currier. 


Teachers—Summer, M, E. Cogswell; Winter, Amelia A. Baldwin. 

Whole number of scholars—Summer, 33; Winter, 32. 

Average attendance—Summer, 28; Winter, 25. 

Length of schoo] in weeks—Summer, 7; Winter, 8. 

Wages of teachers per month—Summer, $22.00; Winter, $28.00. 

Appropriation—Town, $74.62; Literary, $5.42; Railroad, $34.44. 

Two excellent teachers have been employed in this district the past 
year, and a fair degree of improvement was visible in the school. 
The summer term was pleasant and profitable, the order good, the 
classes well arranged, and the recitations, for the most part, prompt 
and correct. 

The winter term, also, was no less profitable. The teacher entered 
upon her work with patience, tact and perseverance, determined that 
what her pupils did learn they should learn well. In this she suc- 
ceeded. Particular attention was paid to reading and spelling 
correctly; and although the school was much broken up by snow 
storms, and shorter than the Prudential Committee intended it should 
be, the results were satisfactory. 


District No. 9. 


Prudential Committee, Israel Thorndike Foster. 


Teachers—Summer, Mary D. Bailey; Winter, Eliza J. Worthen and 
Ellen L. Kimball. 

Whole number of scholars—Summer, 31; Winter, 33. 

Average attendance—Summer, 244; Winter, 274. 

Length of school in weeks—Summer, 12; Winter, 10. 

Wages of teachers per month—Summer, $20.00; Winter, $26.00. 

Appropriation—Town, $74.22; Literary, $5.30; Railroad, $34.44. 

This district, we understand, at their last annual school meeting, 
voted to employ none but female teachers during the year. Whether 
this was for the best, the Committee does not attempt to decide; he 
can only speak of things as they are. 


Miss Bailey labored during the summer term with great kindness, 
patience and fidelity, and when the school was visited, the scholars 
were well behaved and studious. She was succeeded, at the com- 
mencement of the winter term, by Miss Worthen, a promising young 
teacher, who, after a few weeks of toil unsuited to her strength, was 
obliged to resign on account of ill health. 
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The remainder of the term was taught by Miss Kimball, who has 
done her best for the advancement of her pupils, and is to be com- 
mended for her exertions. The closing examination, however, showed 
that the school, in point of discipline and scholarship, is not what it 
was last year. 


DISTRICT No. 10. 


Prudential Committee, Obadiah Dustin. 


Teachers—Summer, Clara E. Bailey; Winter, Mary A. Gordon. 

Whole number of scholars—Summer, 18; Winter, 19. 

Average attendance—Summer, 15; Winter, 14. 

Length of school in weeks—Summer, 138; Winter, 12. 

Wages of teachers per month—Summer, $18.00; Winter, $19.00. 

Appropriation—Town, $67.34; Literary, $4.81; Railroad, $34.44. 

In a small school like this it is harder to excite interest and emula- 
tion among the pupils than in a larger one; yet the teacher of the 
summer term, by her happy method of imparting instruction, suc- 
eeeded in infusing an energy into the school beyond what was 
expected. She had a faculty of gaining the attention and winning 
the affections of her pupils; the order was commendable, and the 
progress of the classes good. 

Nor is Miss Gordon less deserving of praise for her management 
the past winter. She is quiet in her manner of teaching, yet efficient, 
and the school has been attractive and profitable. , 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


DEFECTS OF OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


From the manner in which we have spoken of the different schools, 
it must not be thought that even the best of them are perfect. On the 
contrary, they are farfromit. They are judged by the Committee, as 
in past years, according to a certain standard—judged as mixed 
schools in country places, and not as graded schools in populous 
towns. 

One defect in them is the manner in which teachers are obliged to 
deal with the younger children. That they do not receive much atten- 
tion cannot be denied. How is it possible in our large mixed schools, 
as in District No. 1, which contains between eighty and ninety 
scholars, for a teacher to do more than simply hear them read and 
spell a few words? He cannot without neglecting the larger and 
more advanced pupils. But it ought not to be so. He should have 
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time to teach the alphabet class the names and sounds of the letters, 
and their combination into words; to give them object lessons in the 
use of simple lines, straight and curved, to print the letters of the al- 
phabet, and to count up to twelve. 

Those who are a little older and who read in the Primer, should 
be taught to spell the names of familiar things as well as the words 
of the reading lessons, to count up to one hundred, to learn the Roman 
numerals and the form of plane figures by way of object lessons. 

As these small children advance, they might be taught the marks 
of punctuation, the Geography of Rockingham county, how to add 
by objects, and write numbers of two figures. In some of our winter 
schools, this process of drawing out the minds of even the youngest 
pupils might be followed, and in all our Summer schools, which are 
attended by a larger number of such children than those that are old- 
er, it ought to be done. 

There should also be a more perfect organization of our schools. 
As it is now, some are too large while others are too small. In those 
that are small, it is hard to create an interest. Teacher and pupil both 
often lack enthusiasm. The classes are too small. sometimes of only 
one or two pupils at the most. ‘This makes hard work. On the oth- 
er hand, where the school is large, the teacher is hurried, and not 
having time to hear all the lessons, he is obliged to pass by the young- 
er children, or set some of the older to dothe work. Insuch schools. 
also, the classification is frequently bad. ‘There are six or eight class- 
es, it may be, in one study, where there ought not to-be more than 
half as many. Some scholar has gone a little further than another, 
or he wishes to go faster, or he has a different text book, and so he is 
put into a class by himself. This is wrong. In most of our schools 
the number of classes might be greatly reduced, with benefit to both 
teachers and pupils, and should be at once. The committee regards 
this as a serious defect, and has often spoken of it to the teachers. 
There should be a uniformity of text books, and as few classes as 
possible, but in some of our schools the rule has been to multiply the 
classes, and spend as little time in hearing the recitations as will suf- 
fice to get through with them in the most hurried manner. 

The defects spoken of will exist no dotbt for many ycars in the 
small schools of our sparsely settled districts, but in the larger ones’ 
a more perfect organization might be effected by grading them. In 
the opinion of the committee, the time has almost come for doing this 
in Districts No. 1 and 6, and possibly in No. 4. It will not be long, 
owing to the crowded state of these schools, before it will be actually 
necessary. In District No. 1, this is especially the case. The school 
has been so full the past winter that all the seats have been taken up, 
and in some instances three scholars have had to sit together on 
benches where only two can be well accommodated. Besides this; 
several did not attend school who would have done so had there been 
more room. ‘This question, What shall be done for school accommo- 
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dations? will ere long come up. When it does, it is to be hoped that 
the district will enlarge the present building, and grade the school. 


IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE. 


Irregular attendance is a thing that may well be complained of. 
It is a detriment to the school, and fatal to the progress of the pupil. 
Parents who allow their children to stay out half of their time or ab- 
sent themselves for some slight cause, do not see the injury they inflict 
on others. It takes the child from the class on that particular day; 
it breaks the connection that should exist between each member, and 
weakens the strength of the class, just as taking a link here and there 
from a chain, weakens the whole. 

One great cause of irregular attendance is in the parents them- 
selves. ‘They keep the large children at home for their own profit or 
pleasure; they do not insist upon the small ones being punctually at 
school, and see that they are present. There may be cases, we admit, 
where it is necessary to keep a child at home, but not often. Our 
schools are so short it would seem that almost any parent might give 
his child as much time, at least, in the year, as is necessary to school 
him. But some detain their children at home, or suffer them to go 
where they please, and thus do the whole class an injury as well as 
the child himself, by robbing him of what in after life will be better 
to him than gold. ; 

Again, it is a loss of time and money. Suppose the average attend- 
ance of all our schools should be but seventy-five per cent. of the 
whole number enumerated, as it is with sonfe districts; we see if this 
was the case throughout the town, several hundred dollars would be 
wasted or worse than wasted for those who slight their school privi- 
leges. 

Some parents do not know where their children are during school 
hours, or else they do not care much for education. If they did, 
they would give attention to this subject. They are more to blame 
than the children are; they can remedy this evil if they will. Parents 
must know that their children will be made better and wiser by being 
punctual and regular at school. The habit of being there at the time 
is.no small thing. If they are prompt in this, they will be likely to 
be in other things, and even through life. But, independen tof the 
force of habit, children who are thus irregular in attendance not only 
Jose the hours they are absent, but their absence, as we have seen, 
discourages the teacher, hinders their own advancement and that of 
the class, and otherwise disarranges the school. It is therefore to be 
lamented, that while time and money are spent for the benefit of such 
they should so lightly prize these blessings. Besides this, a majority 
of those who attend our public schools will probably have no better 
opportunity than is there afforded to gain an education, and certainly 
they have no time to spend in idleness. 
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The attention of parents and guardians is especially called to that 
part of the school laws of this Commonwealth relating to absenteeism 
and truancy. 

The law provides that ‘‘ each of the several cities and towns in this 
State be, and hereby are, authorized and empowered to make all 
needful provisions and arrangements concerning habitual truants and 
children not attending school, without any regular and lawful occu- 
pation, growing up in ignorance, between the ages of six and sixteen 
years; and also all such ordinances and by-laws respecting such 
children as shall be most conducive to their welfare and the good or- 
der of such city or town, and there shall be annexed to such ordinan- 
ces, suitable penalties, &c.’’ See laws of 1852, chap. 1278, sec. 1. 
The law further provides that ‘‘ the several cities and towns availing 
themselves of the provisions of this act, may appoint, in the same 
manner that other officers are appointed by said city or town, three 
or more persons, who alone or any one of whom, shall be authorized 
to make the complaints in every case of violation of said ordinances 
or by-laws to the justice of the peace or other judicial officer who, by 
said ordinance, shall have jurisdiction of the matter,” &c. Laws of 
1848, chap. 1278. 

The law still further provides that ‘‘ any minor between the ages of 
six and sixteen years, convicted under the provisions of this act of 
being an habitual truant, or of not attending school, or of being with- 
out any regular and lawful occupation, or growing up in ignorance, 
may, at the discretion of the justice of the peace or judicial officer 
having jurisdiction of the case, be committed to any institution of in- 
struction, house of reformation, or suitable situation as may be pro- 
vided for the purpose, &c.”’ Laws of 1848, sec. 3. 

The law, as it stands on the statute book, is inoperative here, inas- 
much as no action has been taken to make provision for its enforce- 
ment. ‘he committee would therefore recommend and request the 
town to provide for its execution. 


FAULTS OF TEACHERS. 


It is not enough that the literary qualifications of teachers come up 
to what the letter of the law requires. They should have a knowledge 
of human nature, so as to be able to take advantage of the different 
dispositions of their scholars. Otherwise they will not be able to 
manage a school properly. Many a teacher fails here. It is one 
thing to pass a good examination before the committee, and quite 
another to actually dead with children in the school room. If teach- 
ers have an imperfect judgment, so as not to be able to discriminate in 
regard to the proprieties of social life; if they have not what in home- 
ly phrase is called plain, common sense; if they ave unreasonable in 
their demands, or partial in the least to some and not to others, their 
pupils will not fail to see it, and the schoo] will not prosper. 
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A teacher, also, to govern his school well, must not suffer his pupils 
to gain any power over him at the commencement of the term. Per- 
haps they are a little disorderly at first; they do it to try him, and he 
does not check them. Finding they can commit trifling misdemean- 
ors, or perplex the teacher with petty annoyances, they pass on to 
greater faults, until he finds that the scholars have the school pretty 
much in their own hands. A word might have stopped it, a decisive 
tone and action shown that he was not to be trifled with, and the 
school would have gone on well. But suffering this negligence, the 
teacher is sure to have careless recitations, and the moral tone of all 
under his care will be vitiated. 

These remarks will suggest the chief deficiencies on the part of 
teachers, which have been apparent in some of the schools during the 
year. It is to be hoped that they may be remedied. This, however, 
can only be done by the teachers themselves. The committee can ad- 
vise and make suggestions, but the energy, the tact, the effort neces- 
sary to succeed, must be theirs. 

In closing, the committee would express the wish that our schools 
may continue to prosper; that parents may take a.deeper interest in 
the education and welfare of their children; that greater care may be 
exercised in the selection of teachers; and that these nurseries of 
learning, where our children are trained to virtue, knowledge and 
obedience, may become of their kind models of excellence. 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE W. ROGERS, 


Superintending School Committee. 
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